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K-State seeks redemption, win 
over Forte, Nash, Oklahoma State 



By Timothy Everson 
the collegian 



Needless to say, K-State 
wants another crack at Oklahoma 
State. 

In their last meeting on Jan. 
3, the Wildcats were knee-deep 
in their own wallow, riding a two- 
game losing skid into Stillwater, 
Oklahoma against the Cowboys. 

After finding solace in a 
2-point half time lead, the second 
half tumed into another nightmare 
for K-State, as a 25-4 Oklahoma 
State run fueled the Cowboys to a 
61-47 victory. 

Sophomore guard Marcus 
Foster did not start that game due 
to a declining attitude and quality 
of play. In fact, he spent most of 
it on the bench, finishing with 0 
points and facing much criticism 
after the game. 

However, since that point, K- 
State has looked like an entirely 
different team. Even coming off a 
close loss against No. 9 Iowa State 
in Ames, Iowa last Tuesday, the 
ship appears to finally be headed 
down the correct channel instead 
of down the drain. 

Saturday, Foster and the 
Wildcats (11-8, 4-2) have a chance 
at redemption against Oklahoma 
State (13-5, 3-3), as the two teams 
tipoff from the friendly confines of 
Bramlage Coliseum. 

"For me, definitely revenge," 
Foster said Thursday. "I didn't get 
to play that much and I know a lot 
of guys on that team. So it's defi- 
nitetly something I can't wait for." 

Foster has been on a tear since 
the game in Stillwater, averaging 
15.6 points in K-State 's last five 
games. Senior forward Nino Wil- 
liams has also enjoyed recent suc- 
cess, including a career-high 22 
points Tuesday. 

The Wildcats are coming off 
the heartbreaking loss at No. 9 
Iowa State where they gave the 
Cyclone everything they could 
handle. Head coach Bruce We- 
ber appreciated the effort, but he 
knows that a loss is still a loss 

"I thought there were some 
really long faces after the (Iowa 
State) game," Weber said. "It's a 
fine line. You don't get much out 
of defeat, but we did compete with 
a really good team. I was flying 
yesterday through Dallas and Iowa 
State fans came up to me and said. 




Rodney Dimick | the collegian 

Sophomore guard Jevon Thomas dribbles around a player on Nov. 
17, 2014 at Bramlage Coliseum. Thomas has a total of 14 assists this 



'We were at the game. Coach. Un- 
believable. We thought you had 
us.' So, very positive things, but 
at the same time we didn't win the 
game." 

In the first game against K- 
State, Oklahoma State found ways 
to get it done with multiple guys, 
including four different players in 
double figures led by junior guard 
Phil Forte in with 20 points. 

Forte and senior forward 
Le' Bryan Nash both average just 
over 17 points per game. Nash also 
averages around six rebounds for 
the Cowboys. 

"You know what they are; 
it's Forte, it's Nash," Weber said. 
"That's (the) thing that hurt us the 
last time. We talked about holding 
Forte or Nash under their scoring 
average and we held Nash to 11, 
but then we let all of those other 
guys get in double figures and 
(they) hit some big shots. That 
makes the difference in them be- 
ing in the 50s or in the 60s." 

Oklahoma State is coming off 
a 20-point win over Texas Tech 
on Wednesday. The Cowboys had 



lost their previous two games by 
a combined 27 points prior to the 
clash with the Red Raiders. 

In addition to welcoming 
Oklahoma State back to Man- 
hattan, Saturday is also Legends 
Weekend in the Little Apple. The 
dedication of the new "Tex Winter 
Drive" that leads up to the basket- 
ball training facility will take place 
at 9 a.m. Saturday before the 11 
a.m. tipoff. 

As many as 50 former K- 
State basketball players will be in 
town to watch the Wildcats take 
on Oklahoma State, including the 
1974-75 Elite Eight team who will 
be celebrating the 40th anniversary 
of their run with a special halftime 
ceremony. 

K-State is also planning a 
"Stripe Out" event in Bramlage 
Coliseum to benefit the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society and Coaches 
vs. Cancer. K-State fans are be- 
ing asked to wear either purple 
or white depending on the corre- 
sponding section on their ticket. 
Fans can visit kstatespoits.com to 
see what color their section is in. 
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Foster s resurgence returns to where it began 



By Tate Steinlage 
the collegian 



K-State sophomore guard 
Marcus Foster thought he was at 
the podium to talk about his latest 
double-digit scoring performance. 
His 23 points led K-State in a gritty 
win over TCU at home, snapping a 
three-game losing streak. 

Instead, Foster was asked 
about Oklahoma State, specifically 
a run-in with head coach Bruce 
Weber that was caught on national 
television. Only a small number of 
writers were present to hear Foster 
speak, but thousands more were 
listening at home, hanging onto 
each and every word. 

"It was just me not being me, 
really, honestly," Foster said. "I 
had bad body language, a bad at- 
titude toward Coach. You know, 
that's something Fve never done. 
And that's never going to happen 
again." 

Foster, who started the game 
on the bench, played just 14 min- 
utes against Oklahoma State. He 
finished with 0 points, his team a 
61-47 loss. Worse, though, was the 
knock to Foster's confidence. 

"I lost a little confidence in 
myself after Stillwater," he said. 
"Coming home on that bus, I 
didn't know what to think was 
going to happen. It could 've gone 
either way. I just wanted to prove 
to myself that I'm still a good 
player — don't get down on your- 
self, it happens to every basketball 
player." 

Some players would crumble 
in that situation, and few would be 
as open and direct as Foster was. In 
the end, though, it benefitted him. 

"I'm just at the point where 
I'm going to do what ever it takes 
for my team. Right now, I don't 
care if I score or not; whether I'm 
scoring 30 points or none. I just 
want to win at this point now." - 
Marcus Foster 

Foster's 23 points against the 
Horned Frogs was just the start. He 
then hit two shots — one to go into 
overtime, and the other to win the 
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Sophomore guard Marcus Foster tries to grab a rebound from 
Texas Tech forward/cemer Norense Odiase in the first half of the 
Wildcats' 58-51 win over the Red Raiders on Jan. 14, 2015, in Bram- 
lage Coliseum. 



game — as K-State knocked off 
No. 16 Oklahoma on the road. He 
followed that performance up with 
14 points in a win against Texas 
Tech and a combined 27 points in 
the two games after that. 

If you do the math, that's 15.6 
points per game for Foster in K- 
State's last five games. His perfor- 
mance — and he himself — is a 
far cry from what everyone saw in 
Stillwater three weeks ago. 

"I'm just at the point where 
I'm going to do what ever it takes 
for my team," Foster said. "Right 
now, I don't care if I score or not; 
whether I'm scoring 30 points 
or none. I just want to win at this 
point now." 

Since Oklahoma State, Foster 
has practiced better. His mentality 
has improved as well. Now, when 
he checks out, Foster high-fives 
every player on the bench before 
sitting down and animately cheer- 
ing on his teammates. 

Though winning comes first 
to Foster, earning back respect and 
proving claims of a "sophomore 
slump" wrong may be a close sec- 
ond. 

"People thought, 'You know, 
he made his little run from last 
season to this season and he was 
playing so well. Now he's going to 
fall back and not be as good as he 



was,'" Foster said. "But I've had to 
regain a lot of respect from play- 
ers, coaches and fans everywhere 
so that's just something that I have 
to do." 

Saturday, Foster faces Okla- 
homa State again, three weeks 
removed from arguably the low- 
est point in his K-State career. In 
front of him stands an opportunity 
for redemption. There's also an op- 
portunity to lead K-State to a fifth 
conference win. 

Both Foster and Weber are 
going "all in" on the latter. 

"I hope he keeps doing more 
things like five rebounds against 
Iowa State," Weber said. "Five 
defense rebounds is a positive step 
forward. I still want him to get to 
the free-throw line and get to the 
hoop. Early in the season he was 
allergic to the paint. You have to 
get in there. You saw that against 
TCU, which I thought was his best 
game, he had 10 or 12 free throws. 
That's aU I was harping on. Don't 
settle for threes." 

K-State fans can only hope 
that this time, on Saturday, Fos- 
ter will take the podium after the 
game to questions about a win and 
a confident performance. The type 
of performance everyone around 
the country has come to expect 
from Foster. 



Big 12 Power Rankings 





1. No. 9 Iowa State 
(14-3,4-1) 

Sitting tied atop of conference, 
the Cyclones already own a victory 
against the top-seeded Jayhawks. 

The Cyclones do one thing 
exceedingly well: score. Averaging 
80.1 points per game, Iowa State 
is not only the best scoring team in 
the Big 12, but also one of the best 
scoring teams in the nation. 

Iowa State has an abundance 
of scorers. They also know how to 
get the ball into the hands of the 
right people at the right time, being 
the top team in the country in as- 
sists per game (18.4). 




2. No. 11 Kansas 
(15-3, 4-1) 

The Jayhawks entered the 
season favorites to win at least a 



share of their Uth-straight Big 12 
title. Chances are they'll still be in 
the race come late February. The 
Jayhawks simply have too much 
talent to slip far in the standings. 

The Jayhawks rebound and 
shoot better than most teams in the 
conference. However, problems 
with turnovers could cause them 
issues down the road. 



3. No. 17 Texas (14-4, 3-2) 

The Longhoms came into the 
season with a highly touted front 
court. After a slow start, the front 
court has finally started to wake up. 

Texas' posts allow them to 
rebound and punish teams near 
the basket. This size, paired with 
their phenomenal ability to score at 
the point of attack, will allow the 
Longhorns to remain near the top 
of the conference. 




4. K-State (11-8, 4-2) 

After a dreadful nonconfer- 
ence season, the Wildcats have 
stormed out of the gate at the start 
of conference play, surprising more 
and more people along the way. 

K-State 's issues have come 
late in games, including problems 
with extending leads. While wins 
by close margins are still wins. 



they could easily be losses. Take 
Texas Southern, for example. 




5. No. 18 West Virginia 
(15-3,3-2) 

Talk about flying under the 
radar; the Mountaineers have 
cemented themselves in the top 25; 
however, they are just 1-2 against 
ranked Big 12 teams through five 
conference games. That mark will 
have to improve if West Virginia 
wishes to be in the title hunt. 



n 




6. No. 19 Oklalioma 
(12-6,3-3) 

After starting the season with a 
high-ceiling, Oklahoma has slipped 
up in conference play. The Sooners 
beat Baylor and Texas, but have 
now lost three of their last four to 
move to .500 in the conference. 

Oklahoma has a huge upside 
and can climb back into title 
contention, but it will need its sup- 
porting cast to rally around junior 
guard Buddy Heild, who's the 
conference's leading scorer. 



7. No. 21 Baylor (14-4, 2-3) 

For some, it's hard to fathom 
why a ranked team is so far down 
its own conference's power rank- 
ing. But a temporary ranking can- 
not make up for a poor start to the 
conference. Also, playing a NAIA 
team like Huston-Tilloston midway 
through the Big 12 season doesn't 
help gain respect. 




8. Oklahoma State 
(13-5,3-3) 

After starting their conference 
schedule 2-1 , the Cowboys lost 
their last two games by a combined 
27 points to Kansas and Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma State has two of the 
best scorers in the conference in 
senior guard Le'Bryan Nash and 
junior guard Phil Forte III, who 
are the second (17.7 ppg) and third 
best (17.4 ppg) scorers in the con- 
ference, respectively. But consis- 
tency will be needed in Stillwater if 
the Cowboys hope to contend. 



9. TCU (14-4, 1-4) 

Undefeated described the 
Horned Frogs up until the Big 12 
season started. Since then,TCU has 
seemingly been battered and beaten 
throughout the first part of their 
conference slate. 

To make matters worse, TCU's 
schedule doesn't get any easier, 
having nine of its remaining 1 3 
games against ranked opponents. 
Such is the life of a Big 12 team. 




10. Texas Tech (10-9,0-6) 

Under head coach Tubby 
Smith, the Red Raiders are a com- 
bined 6-17 the past two conference 
seasons. In Big 12 play this season, 
the Red Raiders have a scoring 
margin of -15.8 points per game, 
a mark that shows just how south 
Texas Tech's season has gone since 
the New Year. 

Emilio Rivera is sophomore 
in mass communications. Please 
send comments to sports© 
kstatecollegian.com. 



Does the Big 12 deserve the hype? 




Timothy Everson 
the collecian 



Well, Big 12 fans, after a 
disappointing football season 
where it seemed like there was no 
winning with the national media, 
a season where you felt no one 
really gave you the respect you 
felt like you deserved, congratu- 
lations! Your time has arrived. 

The Big 12 has been 
anointed by the powers that be 
as the de facto "one conference 
to rule them all." The heartland 
of America is supposedly where 
the best college basketball in 
America is being played. 

The Big 12 has six of its 10 
teams ranked in the top 25. De- 
pending on what poll you favor, 
it has seven or eight teams that 
are ranked or at least receiving 
votes. 

That is the most of any 
conference this season. It blows 
everyone out of the water minus 
the ACC, who sports five-ranked 
teams. 

But before the Big 12 cracks 
open a bottle of delicious vindi- 
cation, let's be sure that the Big 
12 dominance is more truth than 
hype. Remember, this is the same 
media that anointed the SEC 
West champions of the world 
before its top-five teams all lost 
in their respected bowl games. 

Yes, the Big 12 has six teams 
ranked in both polls, but it only 
have one team ranked in the top 
10: No. 9 Iowa State. 

While the ACC only has five 
teams ranked, four of those teams 
are ranked in the top 10. 

But, again, on the side of the 
Big 12 every team has at least 10 
wins. The ACC has four schools 
with less than 10 and two more 
with exactly 10. 

What does that really mean? 
Honestly, it's fairly telling. 

The Big 12 is a dynamo, no 
doubt about it. Top to bottom, it's 
a solid league with really good 
teams down the stretch. 

But, are any of theses teams 
great? Are any of them even 
Final Four worthy? 

Some may point to Iowa 
State. They beat Kansas, which is 
a feat. Any year, no matter how 
mediocre the Jayhawks seem at 
times, a win against head coach 
Bill Self is not something to be 
taken lightly. 

Iowa State also lost to West 
Virginia, which is a good team; 
Maryland, which has turned into 
a very good team in a "meh" Big 
10; and South Carolina, who is 
better then they have been. 
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Kansas sophomore forward Perry EUis goes over senior guard Will 
Spradling for a layup in the first half of K-State's 85-82 overtime 
upset victory over the No. 7-ranked Jayhawks in the 279th Sunflower 
Showdown on Feb. 10, 2014, in Bramfage Coliseum. 



Kansas hasn't decided which 
Kansas it wants to be; the team 
who lost to Temple by 25 points 
or the one who just won back-to- 
back wins, both by double-digits. 

Texas' lofty aspirations have 
gone south (pun intended), at 
least temporarily. Oklahoma has 
looked like a team that can't pull 
it together down the stretch and 
West Virginia just got pounded 
at home by a Texas team that, as 
previously stated, has by and far 
underachieved. 

The rest of the not-TCU and 
Texas Tech-Big 12 has work to 
do to prove that they're a real 
contender still. A contender for 
the conference, and a contender 
to make any real noise in the 
NCAA tournament. 

This has been the Big 12's 
issue for a long time. For one rea- 
son or another, it is very hard for 
this conference to put together a 
great team to make a great run in 
the tournament. 

But that's how you earn re- 
spect: you consistently prove that 
you are the best by having teams 



show up in the Final Four more 
than twice in a decade. 

Only the Pac-12, who no 
one is accusing of doing anything 
near playing great basketball, has 
less championship game appear- 
ances in the past decade. 

Thanks to the Butler, the 
Big 12 is tied with the Horizon 
league with a boastful two title 
appearances since the 2004-05 
season. 

It is only around the halfway 
point of the season. There is a lot 
of time for teams to grow, and 
time for teams to shrink. Maybe 
someone in the Big 12 will 
emerge as not only the top team 
in the conference, but a serious 
Final Four-type squad. 

As of now, according the 
media, the Big 12 is the best. 

But, when tourney time rolls 
around, will they be the best 
when it actually counts? 

Timothy Everson is a sopho- 
more in mass communications. 
Please send comments to 
sports@kstateco//eg/an.com. 



What to know ahead of Saturday's Big 12 matchup between K-State, Oklahoma State 
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The K-State men's bas- 
ketball team left Stillwater, 
Oklahoma three weeks ago in 
despair. They faced a three- 
game losing streak, their star 
guard was benched and people 
were already calling the season 
a failure. 

How quickly things can 
change in the Big 12. 

The Wildcats persevered 
when they needed to, and 
played then the upset role all 
the way up the conference 
standings. There are no moral 
victories in sports, but their 
performance against Iowa State 
Tuesday was enough to quiet 
the doubters. 

Now, K-State returns to 
face the Cowboys as a much 
different team. Oklahoma 
State, too, isn't the same. With 
the Big 12 as unpredictable as 
it's ever been, fans are in for 
another treat Saturday. 

Here's who has the advan- 
tage and how the two teams 
matchup: 



Front court: K-State 

Senior forward Thomas 
Gipson was up and down dur- 
ing the nonconference season. 
He was in foul trouble, often 
out of position and not the 
wrecking-ball force we've seen 
in recent years. 

That all changed once con- 
ference play started. "Big Gip" 
is averaging 10.5 points per 
game against Big 12 foes. He's 
been dominant underneath, 
scoring against much taller 
opposition and helping draw 
fouls. When Foster has been 
benched, Gipson has been the 
go-to force. He's fueling an of- 
fense that still isn't deadly, but 
is chugging along. 

Then there's Nino Wil- 
liams, who has been arguably 
the best player for the team 
all season. In K-State's last 
two games, Williams dropped 
18 and 22 points. His produc- 
tion has been huge, but so has 
junior forward Stephen Hurt's. 
Hurt still isn't providing the big 
numbers offensively, but he's 
had spurts here and there where 
he's been a dominant big man. 

Against Oklahoma State, 
K-State should have the advan- 
tage underneath. Hybrid big 
man Michael Cobbins stands 
at just 6 feet and 8 inches for 
Oklahoma State. Gipson has 
been going up against much 
taller guys all year, so expect 
a big performance for the K- 
State senior. 

The Cowboys do have two 
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7-footers on the bench in Marek 
Soucek and Anthony Allen Jr., 
but neither are averaging above 
2 points per game. 

Back court: 
Oklahoma State 

Even after losing Mar- 
cus Smart to the NBA, Travis 
Ford's Cowboys have picked 
up right where they left off in 
the back court. 

Phil Forte III is following 
up on a stellar sophomore year, 
averaging more than 17 points 
and two rebounds a game 
through 18 games this season. 
Anthony Hickey Jr. is closing 
in on a double-digit scoring av- 
erage too, and junior guard Jeff 
NewbeiTy has contributed well, 
including 10 points against K- 
State earlier this season. 

Oklahoma State is a well- 
oiled machine when it comes to 
guard play. K-State, on the oth- 
er hand, is still piecing together 
a jigsaw puzzle. It's coming to- 
gether, but it's not quite there. 

Sophomores Wesley Iwun- 
du and Jevon Thomas have 
emerged as consistent con- 
tributors on both sides of the 
ball. Iwundu's height frustrates 
scorers, while Thomas' ability 
to penetrate and kick has added 
a new dimension to the K-State 
offense. 

Still, Oklahoma State has 
the experience. The Cowboys 
have it pieced together now, 
while K-State remains a work 
in progress. Advantage goes to 



the visitors. 

K-State X-Factor: 
Wesley Iwundu 

Opposing Big 12 coaches 
have raved about Iwundu. He's 
lanky, athletic and present in 
every phase of the game. 

Iwundu seems poised to 
take that next step in his game 
where coaches speak more to 
his playmaking ability rather 
than just his hustle or athletic 
ability. 

Against the Cowboys in 
Stillwater, Iwundu had 0 points 
in 33 minutes. Zero. Since then, 
the sophomore has averaged 7 
points a game. He's been more 
aggressive at the basket and 
isn't passing up open looks 
from behind the arc. 

He'll need another solid 
outing to lift K-State back into 
the win column. 

Oklahoma State X- 
Factor: Michael Cob- 
bins 

Cobbins isn't a scorer. 
That's not his game. Even as a 
senior, he's averaging just 6.7 
points per game. However, in 
Oklahoma State's five losses 
this season, Cobbins is averag- 
ing just 4 points per game. 

Like Gipson for K-State, 
Cobbins is undersized as a 
hybrid center. He's typically 
matched up against players 
with at least 3 inches on him. 
But when he plays well, Okla- 
homa State plays well. 
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Senior forward Thomas Gipson attempts to use his large stature 
to force his way past Texas Tech center Isaiah Manderson in the 
second half of the Wildcats' 58-51 win over the Red Raiders on 
January 14, 2015, in Brainlage Coliseum. 



Cobbins will have his 
hands full with the big frames 
of Gipson and Hurt. If he's un- 
able to get going early, expect 
Oklahoma State to be at a ma- 
jor disadvantage down low. 

Best matchup: Nino Wil- 
liams vs. Le'Bryan Nash 

Arguably the two best 



players on the court. Similar 
yet different play styles. Both 
on hot streaks. This is a match- 
up to keep your eyes on. 

Tate Steinlage is a junior 
in mass communications. 
Please send comments to 
sports@kstatecollegian.com. 




SCHOOLS OF BEAUTY 



I 



CALL TODAY! 
785.776.4794 marinello.com 

ANHATTAN CAMP 




*valid student identification from an education institution must be provided in order to be eliglable for Student 
Offer. Promotions are valid through 5/31/2015, at participating campuses. All services are performed by students 
under the supervision of an instructor. Price determined by consultation. One ad offer may be applied per visit. 



CLASSIFIEDS 

785.532.6555 | kstatecollegian.com 



GET A JOB 

FIND YOUR MOJO 

LEASING AND RENTING 

SELL YOUR LITTLE BROTHER 

LEAK THE KRABBY PATTY FORMULA 



